Ideas for Engaging Junior Division and High School Students

· Start class with a riddle.

· Set the Lesson Up Well:  Make sure your students understand the purpose and relevance of the lesson, where you’re headed, and maybe give them a little teaser about something to look forward to or a way this knowledge will interest or help them.  

· Every Student Response:  Give each student a pair of index cards, 2 different colors, labeled “agree” and “disagree.”  In a discussion, have every student respond when appropriate by holding up one of those cards.  Then call on students with different viewpoints to hear more. 

· Think-Pair-Share:  This activity allows students to pause and process what they have just learned. After reading a passage in a book or teaching a concept, ask your class a question that they must first consider by themselves. After giving them time to think, have them discuss the question with their neighbor. Once they’ve discussed the question, invite students to share their answers with the class. By giving them this time to process, you enable them to be more engaged in their learning.

· Quick Draw:  After learning a new concept or topic, have your students draw a picture about what they’ve just read or understood. This allows everyone a chance to absorb and process and new concept and gives visual learners a chance to translate words into a meaningful image.  

· Gallery Walk:  As a variation on a way to present material and a way to get students out of their seats, divide material into small amounts, possibly intersperse with images, and display around the room.  Have students walk around to read each selection and record some relevant information or answer a question.

· Give Choices: When appropriate, offer two essay topics from which to choose, or allow more than one way for a group to present a project in class, or the like.  Students are often more engaged when they have some choice. 

· Ask good questions:  Ask good questions of your students and you’ll drive rich, engaging discussions that are open to everyone.

Good questions should be:
· open-ended: to avoid “yes/no” answers
· equitable: open to answers of varying depth and complexity
· legitimate: asked because you want to hear students’ thoughts and opinions, not because you’re fishing for a correct answer.
When students answer a question, engage with their response. Even if it’s incorrect or misinformed, recognize their effort and use it to refine the question further (e.g. “you’re on the right track, but could we also think about…”).
· Establish Warm Relationships:  Get the know the students and their interests.   Laugh with them.  Enjoy small talk and connection and express interest in them.

· Have some fun
· Do a “snowball fight” where everyone writes a question about a reading selection or creates a math problem, writes it on a piece of paper, balls it up and throws it in the classroom.  Everyone has to go find a snowball and read/answer the question or problem.
· Show up in costume.  Or provide costume pieces or props for students that you use as you teach.
· Play a review game, Jeopardy Style or otherwise.  We own some fun buzzers for team competitions. 

· Flash fiction:  challenge students to write a 6 word sentence to summarize or review a topic 

· Vary your format: try a debate, a Socratic seminar, a jigsaw lesson, an Escape room activity;  have students perform skits, create a mural or other visual representation.

· Inside-Outside Circles 
Have students create two concentric circles where each person is in front of or behind someone in the other circle. The inside circle group is then told to turn and face their outside circle group partner. I provide a prompt for the pairs to discuss and set a time limit for each partner to share a brief response to the question.
Students then take turns listening to their partner’s response. Be sure to set a timer so students know when to end their conversations. Then I have the outside circle group move two places to the left so they are facing a different person. You can provide the same or a different prompt and the process repeats.
To hold students accountable, be sure to circulate and listen to the conversations so you get an idea of their level of understanding and interaction, which you can then use in conducting a closing discussion with the whole group. 


